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GOP makes SLO stop on train route 
before arriving at party convention
By Sondro Naughton
Summer Staff Writer
Republicans gathered at a 
local train station to greet House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and other 
politicians riding the “Victory 
Express” train to the national 
GOP convention in San Diego.
The Amtrak train pulled into 
San Luis Obispo station at 
approximately 11 a.m. Saturday 
to meet ^ b ut 150 people waiting 
on a designated parking lot adja­
cent to the train platform.
Gingrich appeared and spoke 
for about 20 minutes before the 
train arrived, inviting the crowd 
to join him in supporting Bob 
Dole’s campaign for presidency, 
and his running mate Jack Kemp.
“If you think Washington is too 
big and spends too much money, 
you have a team. You have Dole 
and Kemp and the Republican 
ticket,” he said.
Gingrich also said supporting 
the GOP ticket would mean sup­
porting lower taxes and reducing 
the number of bureaucrats in the 
capitol.
“If you are a family of four 
with a $30,000 yearly income and 
want the Dole-Kemp plan, you 
will get smaller taxes,” he said. 
“You will keep $1,272 in your bud­
get, so that you as parents can 
spend more on your children.”
Once the train arrived, more 
than a dozen Republicans filed 
onto the platform, including 
Assembly Speaker Curt Pringle, 
former Secretary of State George 
Shultz, former Rep. Michael 
Huffington, and former United 
Nations Ambassador Jean 
Kirkpatrick.
After Pringle addressed the 
crowd endorsing Congresswoman 
Andrea Seastrand (R-Shell 
Beach) and Assemblyman Tom 
Bordonaro (R-33rd District), 
Gingrich spoke again with a simi­
lar message.
He acknowledged the presence 
of several Bill Clinton supporters, 
who arrived with about 100 other 
demonstrators urging his first 
speech.
“We have a few friends'here 
with Clinton signs,” he said. “I
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Poly SID returns from Olympic experience
By KatriMi Ritdiie
Summer Staff Writer
While most people in San Luis 
Obispo enjoyed watching the 1996 
Summer Olympics in the comforts 
of their homes. Cal Poly Sports 
Information Director Eric 
McDowell got a taste of the games 
first hand.
McDowell went to the 
Olympics as a volunteer and came 
back a paid staff employee.
Cal Poly’s assistant athletic 
director of media relations spent 
18 days in Atlanta, Ga. for the 
Olympic games.
McDowell worked in the Main 
Press Center, MPC, and was
responsible for 147 media mail 
slots that contained line ups and 
results for all of the Olympic 
events.
“The boxes had pictograms on 
them for the events so that every­
one from all languages could 
understand what sport it repre­
sented,” McDowell said.
McDowell was supposed to 
work as an Olympic volunteer 
everyday of from 3-11 p.m.
“The second day I showed up 
for work they asked if I would 
work the night shift from 11 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. and they said they would 
pay me,” McDowell said. “It was a 
quiet shift until Friday night.”
Late Friday night, July 26, a
pipe bomb exploded in Centennial 
Park right across the street from 
the MPC killing two people and 
injuring 110 others.
“There was a concert going on, 
but we couldn’t hear it. That is 
how sound proof the building 
was,” McDowell said. “But we 
could hear the explosion from the 
bomb.”
McDowell immediately ran 
outside and saw people every­
where and shrapnel from the pipe 
bomb on the street.
“I saw about four people laying 
on the street bleeding and people 
scurrying everywhere,” McDowell 
said. “I saw a nail on the ground 
and I picked it up and it was burn- 
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Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich and 22nd district Representative 
Andrea Seastrand meet with supporters during the 'victory express' train's 
whistlestop./Summer photos by Shoshana Hebshi
just hope you invite them to go to 
grocery stores (to campaign) with 
you. When the people come by you 
explain that you want to give 
money back to them and you let 
them explain why Clinton wants 
to keep (the money) in 
Washington.”
Before Gingrich, both 
Seastrand and Bordonaro spoke 
and helped the crowd practice 
their cheering skills.
Seastrand highlighted some of 
the Republicans’ accomplish­
ments in Congress and urged con­
tinued support.
As she listed Republican 
achievements of balancing the 
budget, reforming the welfare sys-
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Poly students travel 
to Washington for ag 
talks, Clinton meeting
By Michael Koiifman
Summer Staff Writer
Members of the Cal Poly chap­
ter of Agricultural
Communicators of Tomorrow 
(ACT) spent five days in the 
nation’s capital for the National 
ACT Conference that included a 
lunch with President Bill Clinton.
Seventy-five ACT members 
from 15 universities, along with 
over 400 agriculture profession­
als, attended the conference held 
July 14-18.
ACT is a national organization 
for college students interested in 
the field of agricultural communi­
cation, including news and editor­
ial writing and public relations.
According to Dr. J. Scott 
Vernon, national ACT adviser and 
co-director of the Brock Center for 
Agricultural Communication, 
most students were from the 
Midwest. Cal Poly was the only 
Western representative attending 
the conference.
Melissa Fornof, Stacy Fritter, 
Dena Krumwide and Tiffany 
Rauser joined Vernon in repre­
senting the university at the con­
ference.
Embedded in the conference 
was an awards ceremony in which 
Cal Poly took second place in the 
country, behind Oklahoma State 
University for agricultural writ­
ing and reporting.
The conference involved work­
shops that discussed internet use 
in agriculture, issues in agricul-
Responsibility 
claimed in 
Saudi bombing
By Arw«  Farw|i
Associated Press
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Six Muslim militants have con­
fessed to the truck bombing that 
killed 19 US. servicemen in Saudi 
Arabia, a Saudi opposition figure 
said Wednesday, but he predicted 
it would be weeks before authori­
ties announce the details.
The US. Embassy and Saudi 
officials in the kingdom refused to 
comment Wednesday on the 
report by a Saudi opposition group 
and have released no details on 
the inquiry into the June 25 blast 
at a U.S. military housing complex 
in eastern Saudi Arabia near 
Dhahran.
Saad al-Fagih, head of the 
Movement for Islamic Reform in 
Arabia, said from his exile base in 
London that the six Muslim mili­
tant suspects were imprisoned in 
Jubail, a port city 50 miles north­
west of Dhahran.
He said the men who confessed
See BO M B page 3
ture from a policy standpoint and 
various writing clinics.
Cal Poly students also heard 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman and government repre­
sentatives from Texas and Florida 
speak on issues relating to agri­
culture and rural America. They 
also participated in consumer 
panels on food safety.
Although the Cal Poly group 
didn’t have time to visit the White 
House, they did hear President 
Clinton speak at a lunch meeting.
Agricultural communication 
graduate student Stacy Fritter 
was amazed at the speech given 
by the president.
“Even if you don’t agree with 
his politics,” she said. “He is still 
the leader of the Free World and 
that was exciting.”
Fritter gained a new respect 
for the president, with whom she 
shook hands.
“He was a real person and I 
never thought of him that way,” 
she added. “He’s a great speaker 
and I’m impressed with his public 
relations abilities.”
Representative Andrea
Seastrand provided Cal Poly ACT 
members a personal tour of the 
Capital Building that included 
the Boggs Women’s Library and 
the private offices of Newt 
Gingrich.
“Attending the conference and 
hearing the president speak 
reflects what we are promoting in 
See S TU D E N TS  page 3
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Volunteers needed to build low-income housing in Mexico
By Otto Moe Beal
Summer Staff Writer
You could help a Mexican fam­
ily fulfill their dream of owning a 
new home.
A group of local volunteers are 
heading to Tijuana, Mexico to 
build low-income housing for resi­
dents of the booming border town. 
The local chapter of Esperanza 
International is looking for others 
to join the group on its September 
8-14 trip.
Since the passage of NAFTA, 
towns along the border have seen 
assembly plants for foreign com­
panies springing up at an alarm­
ing rate. Subsequently, Mexicans 
from the country’s interior have 
been flooding into the border 
towns to secure new jobs at the 
plants which are called 
maquiladoras.
A San Luis Obispo County 
group of about a 18 people led by 
Jim Hofman will spend six nights 
in a boarding house, enjoying 
communal meals and working 
with Mexican volunteers to create 
concrete block houses for under­
housed families.
“The program follows the 
Habitat for Humanity’s model of 
sweat equity,” said Hofman refer­
ring to the program made famous
by former president Jimmy 
Carter.
Most of the Mexican families 
involved in the program are con­
sidered middle class in their coun­
try said Hofman. He added, 
“These are people who are making 
$25 a week and living in 
deplorable conditions.”
Families in the program must 
own their own property, but most 
were granted ownership of the 
land by the Mexican government 
through a squatters program. The 
families pay a modest sum of 
money and help build not only 
their own home, but the homes of 
others in the program as well.
Because of the boom of 
maquiladoras, unemployment in 
the border towns is as low as one 
percent, but the housing shortage 
is severe. Bob O’Brien, a former 
volunteer said, “It’s like a frontier 
town. As quick as they can scour 
the hills looking for materials to 
put up shanty towns, there are 
people there to fill them.”
O’Brien has joined the local 
chapter of Esperanza 
International twice on building 
trips. It was both a chance to 
encounter a new culture and a 
“vacation trip” he won’t soon for­
get.
“It’s a great experience for any
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Local volunteers spend six nights in Tijuana, Mexico building low-income housing for residents. The one story 
dwellings take about eight days to fully assemble. /  Summer photo courtesy of Jim Hofman
typical white middle-class 
American,” said O’Brien. “It’s only 
six hours away, but Tijuana is a 
world apart. You see this intense 
poverty. It really makes you say, 
'What is my life about? What am 
I complaining about?’”
According to trip organizer
SLO women’s group seeking members
By Katrina Ritchie
Summer Staff Writer
The San Luis Obispo County Commission on 
the Status of Women, an advisory agent to the 
Board of Supervisors, is seeking new members.
The Commission recognizes women’s accom­
plishments and responds to concerns and chal­
lenges affecting women in SLO County.
“We serve as an ear to Supervisors on issues 
relating to women,” said Pinky Petersen, a five- 
year commissioner for the Status of Women from 
District 1.
There are 15 appointed commissioners on the 
Commission, three from each of SLO County’s five 
districts, said Pamela Thiessen, the chair for the 
Commission.
“Women are appointed to be on the Commission 
by the Supervisor in their District,” Thiessen said. 
“The only requirement is that you must serve in 
the District where you live.”
Recently, the nonpartisan Commission served 
as an umbrella for a survey on sexual harassment, 
Petersen said.
“We received approval from the Board of 
Supervisors to start a task force on sexual harass­
ment,” Petersen said. “They came up with some 
really good ideas on how the county should change 
its sexual harassment policy.”
In the past year and a half, the Commission has 
gone through a restructuring process, Thiessen 
said.
“We redid the mission statement, went on
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Jim Hofman, each house takes 
about eight days to assemble. The 
one story, 600 sq. ft. dwellings con­
tain two bedrooms and a combina­
tion kitchen and living area. 
There is no indoor plumbing, but 
the homes do have electricity.
“Some of the work involves
heavy lifting or digging founda­
tions,” Hofman said, “but people 
can work at their own pace. We’re 
not slave drivers. We know every­
one is a volunteer. And you don’t 
need any sp>ecial skills. These are 
block houses and it’s all basically 
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Cal Poly studen t 
d esign in g  new a rts  
center in C am bria
By Otta Mae Beol
Summer Stof[ Writer
A Cal Poly architecture stu­
dent is designing a performing 
arts center for the community of 
Cambria.
Third year architecture stu­
dent Mark Gammon of Pismo 
Beach has been asked to create 
preliminary designs for a facility 
for the Allied Arts Association, a 
50-year- old community arts orga­
nization located in Cambria.
“They’re looking to build an 
arts center for their community,” 
said Gammon, 28. “They thought 
if they came to Cal Poly they 
might get some design ideas. And 
Cal Pbly is always looking for real 
life projects to work on rather 
than just making stuff up.”
Cal Pbly’s “learn by doing” 
motto rings true through the halls 
of the Architecture Department. 
Over the years the students have 
often been assigned projects with 
possible real world applications, 
but rarely do these projects get 
built as designed by the students.
Even so, the community turns 
again and again to the depart­
ment in an effort to tap into the 
creative juices of the school’s tal­
ented design scholars.
“(Cambria Allied Arts 
Association Director) Judith 
Jesness contacted me knowing 
that Cal Poly Architecture stu­
dents often get involved in com­
munity projects,” said Gilbert 
Cooke, director of the Cal Poly 
architecture department. “The 
student designs help stimulate 
ideas, but they don’t preclude the 
hiring of a licensed architect to 
complete a project. As far as a stu­
dent design getting built, it does­
n’t really happen. The input of 
students is often conceptual and 
holistic.
“The only type of things where 
student involvement in a project 
may see completion is if they’re 
working on a private home,” 
added Cooke. “Some projects in 
residential areas were designed 
by students.”
There are, however, plenty of 
examples of Cal Poly architecture 
graduates who have started 
careers in the area and gone on to 
design important commercial or 
public projects. For instance Mark 
Rawson, an ‘87 grad and a partner 
in APS Architects, was the princi­
ple designer on the Copeland’s 
Downtown Centre, a project cred­
ited with revitalizing the down­
town area of San Luis Obispo.
“I  think you’ll find that locally 
the mtgority of practicing archi­
tects are Cal Poly graduates,” 
Cooke said. “That’s both a curse 
and blessing because not all of 
them can make a living in this 
small area."
Gammon doesn’t have any 
false hopes that his project will be 
the first commercial student pro­
ject to see completion. But he’d be 
happy if it did.
“At this point it’s all theoreti­
cal,” Gammon said. “The Allied 
Arts people don’t have money to 
build and they don’t have any 
property. I believe the hypotheti­
cal scenario is that it may get 
built, or it may never get built. 
But the idea is that the design 
may help generate some fund­
raising efforts for the project.
“Even if they do eventually 
build the center, they’ll still have 
to go to a licensed architect to 
have the plans drawn,” added 
Gammon. “They may only use ele­
ments of my design, they may use 
all of it, or they may not use any of 
it at all.”
The project perimeters include 
See S TU D E N T page 6
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NEWT: Supporters, opponents turn out to listen to local GOP event
From page 1
tern, and establishing a line-item 
veto the crowd cheered in support.
They also voiced their support 
when Seastrand announced, “Dole 
is a better man for a better 
America.”
Bordonaro also attempted to 
convince the crowd to share his 
support for Dole, drawing a simi­
larity between himself and the 
presidential candidate who have 
both held political office despite 
physical disabilities.
“He’s the type of fighter we 
need in the White House,” said 
Bordonaro from his wheelchair. 
“He understands personal sacri­
fice in the face of service.”
Instead of having the crowd 
practice its cheering techniques 
by spelling out “Victory,” as 
Seastrand had led them, 
Bordonaro spelled out “Fight,” 
and asked them if they were 
ready to.
Amid the crowd, many people 
wore red, white and blue varia­
tions of flag fashions from vests to 
ties, and one young Republican 
fan wore a “Life’s a Hillary! Vote 
Republican” sticker across the 
seat of her skirt.
Another Republican Clancey 
McConnell of San Luis Obispo 
used his attire, a white suit com­
plete with flared legs and purple 
sequin details, to accent his polit­
ical statement. Wearing large, 
dark sunglasses, “the King” 
impersonator held a sign that 
read, “If you believe Bill Clinton, 
then I’m the real Elvis.
“We need change in the White 
House,” he said, without a 
Graceland accent. “I’m just not 
real big on believing ever3rthing 
that Clinton has said and done.”
Two attendees, named the 
Filegate Dancers, wore masks of 
Bill and Hillary Clinton boxes 
painted as file cabinets labeled.
“Craig Livingston’s Personnel 
Files” and White House Personnel 
Files.”
Cuesta student Monique 
Matta attended the rally, holding 
a sign endorsing Dole, to repre­
sent her college’s young 
Republican group.
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“I just wanted to let it be 
known that not all young people 
are liberals, which is stereotypi- 
cally assumed. There are a lot of 
your Republicans out there,” she 
said adding that her six-member 
group formed in January in 
response to a liberal group that 
formed on campus.
About 150 feet away from the 
rally area, about 100 demonstra­
tors had marched up Santa Rosa 
Street to the other side of the sta­
tion house. As they walked by 
flashing their signs and -buttons 
towards the rally attendees, they 
chanted, “Hey, hey, ho, ho. Dole 
and Seastrand gotta go.”
Their signs endorsed Clinton, 
the Green Party, pro-choice orga­
nizations, the Ralph Nader cam­
paign and other causes.
When the demonstrators 
arrived during Gingrich’s first
speech, the Republican rally con­
tinued without hesitation.
Some of the rally organizers 
said they had anticipated the 
demonstrators’ arrival, so they 
knew how to handle the situation, 
said Sandee Carruth, a Cal Poly 
political science junior working 
for Seastrand.
“We reserved the area so as 
long as they stay over there it will 
be fine,” she said, pointing to the 
yellow tape line and policemen 
establishing a barrier about 150 
feet from the rally platform.
Although some strong jeering 
came from both political camps, 
no altercations were reported.
One student demonstrator car­
rying a “Nader for president” sign 
participated because all opinions 
should be represented, she said.
“It is good and healthy to get 
everyone to voice their beliefs,” 
said Lisa Anacleto, An English 
graduate student at Cal Poly. “1 
would hope (the rally) would not 
be a bunch of Democrat or Green 
party bashing.”
Another young woman amid 
the demonstrators said she 
attended to survey the local polit­
ical scene.
“We wanted to measure the 
Democratic crowd of San Luis 
Obispo,” said Creelea Henderson, 
a Cuesta student. “I think we’re 
wearing more comfortable 
clothes...”
“Which is indicative,” added 
Brent Cunningham, dressed in 
shorts and T-shirt. “We have more 
homemade signs as well.”
Some in the crowd, whether 
among the Republicans or the 
demonstrators, had no political 
motivations for attending.
“It was the most exciting thing 
in this town today,” said 17-year- 
old Lacey Greene. “I can’t vote but 
I try to make an impact with what 
I can do.”
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Pot growers accused of 
hurting forest, wildlife
Associated Press
VENTURA — Pot farmers 
involved in an $82 million mari­
juana cultivation network in Los 
Padres National Forest kill ani­
mals, dam streams and destroy 
trees for their illicit activity, 
authorities said.
“They are pretty much going in 
there and tearing apart the natur­
al mountains,” said Sgt. Arnie 
Aviles of the Ventura County 
Sheriff’s Department narcotics 
detail.
Authorities have confiscated 
and destroyed nearly 21,000 mar­
ijuana plants in the Ventura 
foothill area of the forest in the 
past year. The operations also 
include introduction of fertilizers 
and pesticides in the forest.
“These people are just coming 
into our county, ravaging our 
national forest and leaving — 
they are littering it with trash ... 
they are changing the flows (of) 
the natural streams, they are
killing these animals out of sea­
son,” said Aviles.
The latest pot farm was discov­
ered last Friday when deer 
hunters stumbled upon 5,500 
marijuana plants growing in the 
forest north of Fillmore. It was 
one of the largest single compo­
nents of the network, said Aviles.
“This is a major organization 
for commercial purposes and 
they’re doing tremendous damage 
to the environment,” said Capt. 
Craig Husband of the sheriff’s 
narcotics squad.
In Los Angeles, the Police 
Department said Tuesday that 
nearly 30,000 pounds of marijua­
na was seized by its officers in the 
first six months of 1996. That 
compares to about 25,000 pounds 
for all of 1995.
“It’s a consumer-driven mar­
ket. People are using heroin and 
marijuana in increasing numbers 
and there is a concurrent increase 
in the number of seizures,” said 
LAPD Lt. Bernie Larralde.
MCDOWELL: Assisted in post-bom b chaos
From page 1
and I picked it up and it was burn­
ing hot.”
After asking the police if they 
needed any help, McDowell began 
blocking off the streets and keep­
ing the media away from the 
Park.
“It got testy at times. The 
crowd of the media just kept get­
ting bigger and bigger and they 
wanted answers,” McDowell said. 
“But there were no answers. We 
didn’t know how many people 
were hurt or what had happened.”
McDowell said his greatest 
experience at the Olympics was 
when the Park reopened after 
being closed for three days.
“To see children playing in the 
Park and in the fountain after 
what had happened was incredi­
ble,” McDowell said. “It showed
that we were not shutting down 
the Olympics and this was not 
going to ruin our Games.”
McDowell said the people of 
Atlanta have a lot to be proud of 
even if some people felt the games 
should have been held in Athens, 
Greece to celebrate the centennial 
anniversary.
“I won’t say nationalities, but 
some foreign press members were 
very disappointed in Atlanta,” 
McDowell said. “They came with 
the idea that it would be a failure 
in any city other than Athens.” 
McDowell said it was unbeliev­
able how many people from other 
countries made the journey to 
Atlanta.
“To see people from all over the 
world in downtown Atlanta was 
incredible,” he said. “It was like 
the United Nations.”
STUDENTS: Raised funds for Washington trip
From page 1
agricultural communication at 
Cal Poly,” Vernon said. “In the 
Brock Center, and with the ACT, 
we are trying to provide students 
valuable experiences that will 
help them to become better com­
municators about agriculture.”
Anyone in the ACT program 
was able to attend the conference.
Fund-raisers including a bar­
becue and candy bar sale, along 
with corporate sponsorship from 
country radio station KJUG, 
California Poultry Industries and 
the California Farm Bureau paid 
a portion of the way for the Cal 
Poly ACT members.
This sponsorship allowed stu­
dents to only pay $200 for a trip 
that was estimated at $800-$900 
per person.
BOMB: arrests of those responsible imminent
From page 1
were among “ hundreds” detained 
for questioning since the bombing 
seven weeks ago.
Fagih cited unidentified Saudi 
security and Interior Ministry 
sources and predicted the Saudi 
government would announce the 
arrests “ in a few weeks.”
In Washington, a Clinton 
administration official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Tuesday night that an unknown 
number of people had been 
detained for questioning. The offi­
cial said it was not known if Saudi 
investigators had made any for­
mal arrests.
Saudi authorities have a long
history of eliciting confessions, 
but government opponents and 
human rights organizations say 
suspects are sometimes tortured 
and their statements are not nec­
essarily reliable.
After a car bombing last 
November that killed five 
Americans at a U.S.-run military 
complex in Riyadh, the capital, 
four Saudi men were arrested and 
gave televised confessions, saying 
they were influenced by militant 
Muslim groups elsewhere.
U.S. officials were not allowed 
to question the men before they 
were beheaded in May. U.S. offi­
cials have said they would like 
greater access to suspects in this 
case.
OPINION
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Who’s the Man?
By M att Berger
“The Right Man, For the Right America.” Republican 
nominee Bob Dole has chosen his new running mate as 
well as his new campaign slogan, both of which 1 don’t 
believe in.
The Right Man and his sidekick, Republican Senator 
Jack Kemp, sound as if they’re ready to saddle up their 
horses with loaded six shooters and clean up this coun­
try. Well I’m sorry to say that the “good ol’ boy” image 
went out of style when “Dukes of Hazard” went into syn­
dication on TNN.
The Right America, now that is a tough one to swal­
low no matter who says it. Who’s to say that 70-some- 
thing-year-old Bob Dole, the man who fought in World 
War II, knows what the Right America is? Dole reached 
the prime of his life before TV existed, how can he know 
what’s right for the country? We have come a long way 
since those days.
I only mean to say that America is not the same old 
country anymore and I don’t think it should be dealt 
with the same way.
I have a feeling that the new Republican candidates 
aren’t very in touch with the the Right America, and 
Dole and Kemp probably would be more inclined to put 
the Duke boys back in live broadcast than back a law 
like Prop 215 (that’s California’s medical marijuana ini­
tiative, which will be on the ballot in November)
This is not at all an endorsement for our friend over 
in the Democratic seat (although he probably has my 
vote for the lesser of two evils) but it is an important 
issue to address if you are interested in the Right 
America.
So here is my solution. Keep our McDonald’s-loving 
leader in office for another term, and in four years we 
can start over from scratch. A new Democratic candidate 
and a new Republican candidate. I can see it now; 
Republican nominee Colin Powell vs. Democratic nomi­
nee Bill Gates (or something like that). Some new presi­
dential choices a few years younger and more in touch 
sound like a good idea no matter what party he or she 
may represent.
Matt Berger is the A rts! Opinion editor and knows
politics like Bob Dole knows sex toys. (Not very well)
LETTER TO THE EDH OR
To the Editor,
OK, let me get this straight, several liberals were 
upset when Andrea Seastrand supporters held a counter 
rally outside Walter Capps’“Press event” to show that he 
was back on the campaign trail. The protesters were 
peaceful and civil and were simply there to show their 
support for Andrea.
Then this weekend in Santa Barbara when the 
Republicans gathered to meet the “Victory train” the 
Capps people were there in attendance. They however, 
screamed obscenities, threw rocks and shoved individu­
als including Kate Firestone. Seastrand supporters 
played by the rules and conducted themselves properly. 
Capps’ supporters turned into an angry belligerent mob 
because that is the only way they can grab some atten­
tion. Well, let Walter Capps open up a preschool to take 
care of these childish supporters, and let Andrea do what 
she has been doing, bringing a bloated federal govern­
ment back to the f>eople.
Patrick G. Porfiri
Santa Maria
COMMENTARY
At the mercy of moola
the next one by Jaimie Trueblood
By Dawn FiHsbwy
As Robert Heinlein said, the 
answer to any question that starts 
with “Why don’t they..,” is "Money."
So why don’t they do the main­
tenance renovations in the area 
near the Business building during 
our break instead of the last weeks 
of school when we desperately need 
our concentration? Maybe they’re 
getting a deal with Mustang 
\^llage. They’re also doing some 
maintenance, resurfacing a park­
ing lot. So all we denizens of the 
Village get to live with the lovely 
aroma one usually only associates 
with the La Brea Tar Pits or the 
San Fernando Valley on an excep­
tionally hot day It’s wonderful, 
really.
I’m surprised they don't charge 
us extra for the privilege.
(Somewhere out there, the person 
who dreams us the Mustang 
Village rent rates is saying, "Yeah, 
an aroma surcharge. They’ve been 
getting that smell of cow manure 
when the wind is right absolutely 
free. And we’re paying for those tar 
fumes. We should pass the cost on.)
And why don’t they take credit 
cards at the state cashier’s ofiice? Every tiny little vendor 
at the Renaissance Faire had a sign that read “Master 
Card and Mistress Visa Honoured Here." I asked the 
cashier that when I, at great peril to my life and psycho­
logical well-being, had to cart the wheelbarrows full of 
cash necessary to pay my registration fee from the 
Versateller to the Administration building. She said, “1 
don’t know, but they’re going to have to.” Maybe they can 
get a deal and have Mustang Village get them too.
Almost any question a college student attending class­
es where the professor lectures every day on depressing 
things like the destruction of the world, genocide and the 
prevalence of men who wear sleeveless t-shirts in public 
can be answered, simply, “Money"
Why don’t they stop chopping down the rain forests?
Why don’t they stop dumping garbage in the ocean?
Why don’t they come up with an energy source that 
doesn’t do irreparable damage to human beings’ environ­
ment?
Why don’t they make people stop killing each other for 
silly reasons like religion and ethnicity?
I think the problem with this is the root of the ques­
tion, “Why don’t they?” People always do what makes 
them most comfortable and is profitable to them. The 
problem underlying a lot of our present problems is that 
people can do nasty things that are profitable without any 
repercussions. Power companies can build highly pollut­
ing plants on Indian reservations because the government 
says they can, despite how the Indians feel about it.
Ranchers can keep burning down rain forests to graze 
cattle on it for approximately 23 seconds before it becomes 
infertile because their governments get kickbacks from it. 
The governments remain in power for even less time than
Watch out fo r Xena and her dueling swords, 
^  and Dawn are ready to correct the injus­
tice in the world/Photo from W W W / M C A
it takes cleared rain forest to 
become infertile, so it makes sense 
for them to act thus. (Keep in mind 
I know almost nothing about what 
I’m talking about. These are gener­
al principles.)
I think the answer is groups 
like the Sierra Club and 
Greenpeace. If everyone donated a 
bunch of money to them, they 
could buy up a bunch of land then 
patrol it so people don’t do nasty 
(and yet profitable) stuff do it. 
Remember the recent, fine film 
“Flipper’? An evil guy (you could 
tell he was evil because he went to 
bars to drink alcohol, was sur­
rounded by overweight women and 
shot at dolphins for fun, whereas 
the good guy. Crocodile Dundee, 
was good because he went to a bar 
to eat fried fish, had a slim, marine 
biologist to hang around and only 
shot at dolphins for target prac­
tice) was dumping toxic waste in 
somebody else’s fishing grounds. 
Note he wasn’t dumping them in 
his own fishing grounds. That 
wouldn’t make sense, now would 
it? But in the end he was arrested 
and Flipper went back to his family. I was hoping he (the 
evil guy, not Flipper) would get eaten by the shark, but it 
is a kid’s movie and you can only show those things to kids 
if it’s a cartoon.
Unfortunately, getting rid of people who do nasty 
things to other people and the world can’t be done in just 
two hours. Sometimes it takes as long as 10 years, longer 
if there’s an actual trial. We could get a coalition of the 
Riverside and Los Angeles police departments to just beat 
up the nasty people, but the ACLU would probably get 
involved and we’d end up having to pay them millions of 
dollars.
So we can’t battle evil like Hercules and Xena (two 
vastly underrated shows, though my sister says the peo­
ple on them are those not good enough to get on 
“Babewatch.” She’s just jealous.) by hurling the bad guys 
into falafel stands or a thorough knowledge of pressure 
ptoints (though the thought of certain cretins—drug deal­
ers, KKK members, doctors who perform abortions with­
out a qualm. Newt Gingrich, Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, that 
guy who runs around screaming at Farmers Market, peo­
ple who play Magic: The Gathering—writhing under 
Xena’s tender ministrations brings a joyful smile unto my 
soul).
So we all have to work on making our world a nice 
place to live, for dolphins and people. Or we could just 
shoot all the evil people, but that’s illegal in some juris­
dictions. And besides, the bullets cost money.
Dawn Pillsbury is a journalism senior. She has heard 
that none of you have written in to Matt this summer. If 
you don’t, she will come after you and pound you on the 
head with rotten trout.
FOUCTPOX
Please send us your opinions, comments 
or complaints because we wont to know 
what's in the heads of all you loyal 
readers. If you can't think of anything to 
write about make something up or write 
about politics, that seems like a popubr 
topic lately.
Letters should be submitted typed and 
double-spaced on paper with your 
name, year, major and phone number 
so we can verify that you did write the 
letter. Letters can also be emailed to the 
address shown in the staff box (on the 
right). Thanks a bundle* M.B.
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Calendar
Thuredoy:
•imporial Cruiser plays rock at 
SLO  Brew at 9 :3 0  p.m. No cover. 
•Rock out with Rod Piazza ond 
the M ighty Flyers at Mother's 
Tavern fo r $ 1 0  at 9 :3 0  p.m. 
•Ranch 51 and the Pathetics ploy 
Osos Street Subs at 8 :3 0  p.m. $1 
cover.
Friday:
•The Roadhouse Rockers bring 
rockabilly and roll to Mother's 
Tavern at 9 :3 0  p.m.. $ 3  cover. 
•The F irs t Annua) Atascadero 
W ine Festival brings fine wine 
and festival entertainment to the 
Atascadero lake park. Tickets 
$15 , doors open 6  p.m. .
•SLO  Brew brings Guy Budd to 
the stage at 9 :3 0  p.m. N o cover. 
•W illiam  Hooker and DJ Olive  
mix drums and turntables at 8 :3 0  
p.m., Linnoeas Cafe. $ 4  at Boo 
Boos, $3  ot the door.
•Herbal Fusion ploys a voriety o f 
sounds at Osos Street Subs at 9  
p.m. $ 2  cover.
Saturday:
•Guy Budd Band plays the blues 
at Mother's Tavern at 9 :3 0  p.m.
$3  cover.
•Day two o f the Atascadero W ine  
Festival continues with more wine 
and a free entrance to the Charles 
Paddock Zoo. $ 1 5 , from 2-6  p.m. 
•Ross Altman plays classic folk at 
linnoeas Cofe at 8 :30 .
•Barefoot Hockey Goalie brings 
theatrical rock to Osos Street Subs 
at 9 p.m. $1 cover.
Sunday:
•Tad W o jn kk s, Wanda Panduren
and others read poetry at 
Linnoeas Cafe, 7 :3 0  p.m.
•The Mother H ips and D ishwater 
play S IO  Brew at 9 :3 0  p.m. $5
cover.
Special:
•Singer, songwriter, musician KoH  
Anthony provides o variety of 
entertainment at 7  p.m., Monday, 
August 19 at the Unity Church.
Fo r information: 543-4 2 50 .
•Santa Barbara Civic lig h t Opera  
presents 'N U N S E N S E ' from 
August 16 through 25. 
Performcmces are Wednesday 
through Sunday wHh matinee and 
evening performor>ces. Tickets are 
available at the Granada Theatre 
Box Office in Santa Barbara o r by 
colling 8 0 0-366-6064 .
KCPR Top 10
1. Red House Painters. ."Songs for 
a Blue G uitar"
2. Scenic..."A^uotica"
3. Archers o f "Vocal 
Shrapnel"
4. Soul Coughing..."Irresistible  
Bliss"
5. Tribe Ccdled Quest..."Beats, 
Rhymes and life*
6. C ub ...."B o xo f A ir"
7 . Dead Con Dance..."Spirit 
Choser"
8. Long Fin KiNie ..."Valentino"
9. Kronos Q u a rte t....'H O W L, 
U SA "
10. Versus....'Secret Sw ingers'
Hikers make pit stop in SLO
Ns -sSsSi S',
(Above) Marcia Popperand Barbara 
Johnson lead the pack along Avila beach 
Tuesday. (Right) Bob Cowell admires the 
ocean as guide Bill Denneen points out 
local waters./Photos by Michael Troxell
COASTWALK 
hikes to SLO 
and beyond
By Jestii MacNwglitoB
Summer Staff Writer
4^ ....•idiPPr f
VJ
It’s more than just a hop, skip and 
a jump.
The California coastline comprises 
15 counties and is over 1,000 miles 
long. COASTWALK members are hik­
ing this distance in suppiort of a con­
tinuous, California coastal trail and 
coastal preservation.
They reached San Luis Obispo 
August 12, with over 700 miles com­
pleted and only five more counties 
lea.
As they had done throughout the 
previous nine counties, hike members 
of COASTWALK hosted a meeting 
and slide show to inform the public of 
the California Coastal Trail.
“The trail is not really known very 
well,” said Tom McFarling, hike coor­
dinator for COASTWALK. “It’s not on 
all of the mapis, it’s not signed well 
and it’s not complete.”
According to McFarling, 700 miles 
of the coast already have signed trails
accessible to the public. He said the 
remaining coastline is largely private 
property and may never reach public 
status.
“There are still gaps out there,” 
McFarling said. “There will probably 
be pieces that never get to be part of 
the trail.”
But awareness is the key, said 
COASTWALK founder. Bill Kortum. 
The original idea was to get county 
residents involved locally and physi­
cally by enjoying a walk down the 
beach.
“I think it has become a perma­
nent fixture, as pieople hear about it 
they want to participate,” Kortum 
said. “So we’re gradually building a 
constituency that will speak out for 
coastal matters.”
Since the first walk in 1983 
through Sonoma County there have 
been more than three thousand par­
ticipants and according to McFarling 
those numbers count.
“When issues come up that require
See H IKERS page 6
Lights out at 50th gala 
‘Guys and D olls’ goes on
By Michael Kaufman
Summer Staff Writer
M iss Adelaide (Mary Meserve) 
of 'Guys and Dolls" at the San 
Luis Obispo Little Theater.
The events that took 
place for the 50th anniver­
sary of the San Luis Obispo 
Little Theater put a whole 
new twist on the expression 
“the show must go on.”
A power outage that left 
about 158,000 people in the 
greater San Luis Obispo 
area in the dark on 
Saturday sent theater exec­
utives running around town 
in search for light sources.
Giving up wasn’t an 
option.
'Two generators bor­
rowed from construction 
companies lit the theater 
that would play host to the 
second night of the play 
Guys and Dolls and the anniversary celebration on Aug. 
10.
Theater Executive Director Cynthia Anthony said that 
another option was to have a music review of the play. 
Actors and actresses would sing the songs of the play with­
out acting out their parts.
“This was the quintessential theater experience,” she 
said. “We were against all odds. The behind-the-scenes peo­
ple were frantic.”
Cocktails were served under the lighting of generators 
and candles as anticipation for the program grew stronger.
At approximately 7:40 p.m. the lights illuminated the 
theater and the alternative options were nullified.
Chad Stevens, who plays leading male Nathan Detroit, 
said there were cheers from the audience when the lights 
came on. He compared the noise and enthusiasm to a 
standing ovation.
After a 45 minute delay from retesting equipment and 
getting people seated, the show began.
“In my view, this show was better than opening night’s 
show because there was so much nervous energy. Everyone 
was just happy the show could go on,” Stevens said.
Stevens admitted that regardless of the outage every­
one was in good spirits because of the special occasion. The 
audience remained for the show and the gala after the pro­
gram concluded.
Preceding the production, the anniversary cake was cut 
and thè festivities continued until the early hours of the 
next morning.
The next 50 years seem bright for the local theater.
“I expect the San Luis Obispo Little Theater to remain 
constant in bringing in premier artists,” Anthony said. “We 
have and accept all levels of talent at all ages and are 
always open to new talent.”
Plans to move the theater in the next four or five years 
have already begun. The new site for the building will be 
at 1010 Nipomo St.
A capital campaign will soon take place to accumulate 
appropriate funds.
Guys and Dolls will continue showing through Sept. 7.
San Francisco-based Latino band expands musical arena
By Po4rt Arroya
Spedo! to Summer Mustong
• as
W ith  their newly-released CD, the Rock en 
Español bar)d O rixa  joins the rising movement of 
alternative Latino music spreading from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles.
In the Yoruban culture of Nigeria, the word 
Orisha represents the primordial forces in 
nature that impact and direct our world.
During religious ceremonies called bembés, 
which include music and dance, the Grishas 
come to earth and enter the bodies of their fol­
lowers and give them spiritual guidance and 
blessings.
But in the ever growing Rock En Español 
(Rock in Spanish) movement in the United 
States, Orixa is one of the most talented an 
respected musical groups. Based in San 
Francisco, its hybrid sounds of ska, funk, rock 
and roll and afro-rhythms make them a 
unique band.
Orixa was bom in 1991. It was founded by 
vocalist Rowan Jimenez from Venezuela and 
later joined by Peruvian Juan Manuel Caipo, 
the drummer. In 1992 keyboard and percus­
sionist Eddie Caipo, guitarist Ronald McKee 
and bassist Mark Caipo joined the lineup.
Since these early beginnings Orixa has 
played a crucial role in the growth and devel­
opment of Rock En Español in the Bay Area. It 
was one of the first bands in San Francisco to
play and record Rock En Español.
There is an enormous growth in this type of 
music and the Bay Area now has more than 10 
bands making music in Spanish. Among these, 
the most talented are “Logo Y Asfalto” and “La 
Muda.” Both bands have worked closely with 
Orixa.
Due to its hard work and determination, 
Orixa has won the respect and admiration of 
people in the Bay Area as well as in Los 
Angeles.
Orixa’s record debut was issued by Aztlán 
Records, the respected, independent record 
label based in San Francisco. Under the direc­
tion of Elena Rodrigo, Aztlán’s executive direc­
tor, the label has been the first to document 
and record the Rock En Español movement in 
the United States.
Aztlán has already released two albums: 
the first from Los Angeles-based “Ley De 
Hielo” and the second by Maria Fatal, also 
based in the Los Angeles area. Orixa is 
Aztlán’s third release and the first from San
See ORIXA page 6
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STUDENT: Cambria wants an arts center that is community oriented WOMEN: Commission is seeking new mem bers
From page 2
a 7,000- to 10,000-sq. foot facility 
which should contain an assembly 
hall which may be rented for ban­
quets or weddings, an art gallery, 
a performing arts theater, offices 
and classrooms.
“They want an arts center 
that’s very community oriented,” 
Gammon said. “The project can be 
phased in over a period of years. 
For instance, they may want to 
build the performing arts theater 
part of the project first, using it to 
present shows and generate 
income for the future phases of 
the project. They could build it 
slowly over six or 10 years.”
Allied Arts Director Judith 
Jesness is counting on the com­
munity to support the project. She 
hopes land will be donated and 
that funds can be raised. 
Currently Allied Arts is using the 
small School House Gallery, but 
the facility is too small for their 
theater projects like the currently 
running “I^ ove Letters.”
“There are some wealthy peo­
ple up there,” said Gammon. “The 
area is very artistically oriented— 
lots of artists and supporters of 
the arts. If fund-raising goes well, 
it could be a facility that actually 
gets built.”
Gammon was personally cho­
sen this summer by Gilbert Cooke 
who is advising him during a 
independent studies project.
“I’ve got some experience out­
side of school,” said Gammon who 
has worked at RMO Architects in 
Grover Beach for the last seven 
years. “I’ve worked as a draftsman 
and designer. This past year I’ve 
been splitting my time—half and 
half—between school and work.
“In some respects I’m farther 
along than the average student,” 
added Gammon who expects to 
graduate in about two years. “But 
in other respects 1 may not be as 
far along. But I think Gil Cooke 
felt 1 had enough knowledge to 
take on the project.”
If the project goes well, Cooke 
may offer it to some of his profes­
sors to assign to their regular 
third year architecture classes in
fall. There may be a whole cadre 
of students helping to design the 
facility, allowing Allied Arts to 
pick and choose their design.
While Cooke said he’s confi­
dent in Gammon’s ability to 
design a quality project, he 
believes the assignment may help 
other students get some real 
world experience.
“Our feeling in the department 
(of architecture] is that anytime 
we can take on a project that 
meets our pedagogic needs, we’re 
interested in it,” said Cooke.
“I’m just glad to see Mark 
[Gammon] getting some press,” he 
added. “He’s worked very hard 
this past year and he also has a 
substantial amount of experience 
in the real world. He’s worked at 
the same architecture firm for a 
number of years.”
Gammon expects to finish his 
design by the end of summer 
quarter. After that it will be out of 
his hands and into the hands of 
Allied Arts.
ORIXA: The band adds a blend of musical styles into its songs
From page 5 
Francisco.
Orixa has been able to skillful­
ly blend their musical styles and 
experiences to form a sound that 
reflects the dynamic cultural cen­
ter they inhabit. The blending of
musical styles is evident when lis­
tening to songs like “Sacúdete,” an 
upbeat Latin ska tune to political­
ly conscious songs like “Latino 
Culturizate” and “Xicano.”
Orixa is equally confident with 
songs like “El Bebé,” an acoustic 
ballad and “Música de Alma,” a
powerful chant about Elegba, the 
childlike messenger, deity of the 
crossroads of life, that the band 
mentions in their album.
Orixa’s self-titled album was 
produced by David “Leather Sax”
See ORIXA page 7
CAL POLY E M P L O Y E E S
A retirement plan to supplement STRS or PERS!
Tax Shelter Annuities are not all the same. We’ve been helping 
people save for retirement since 1971. Call Now! 
Discount Brokerage - Annuities - Mutual Funds 
IRAs - TSAs - SEPs
Diane P. Blakeslee, CFP, CLU
M A K E S L E K ^ B I A K E S L E E
I l i o  California Blvd., SLO 543-4366 
Member NASD-SIPC
Whick w iil?^
you ratker surf?
A
(The bigger, fa ste r, more re liab le, 
local, S ilico n  Beach wave.]
The surf is up in Santa Barbara, 
Santa Maria, Santa Ynez Valley and 
San Luis Obispo. Silicon Beach 
provides fast internet access. And 
Silicon Beach can save you money, 
since the only thing flat about our 
wave is the fee.
Call about our 
Special Student Discount!
Silicon Beach
C 0 H n U N I C n T I 0 N s
I N T E R N E T  S E R V I C E S
http://www.silcom.com 
e-mail: into@silcom.com
(888) 999-7740 loll free
Direct Image • 272 East Hwy. 246 • Buellton, CA 93427 • (805) 686-9376 
Computer King • 247 Town Center West • Santa Maria, CA 93454 • (805) 925-7075 
The Phone Center • 705 Higuera Street • San Lu is Obispo, CA 93401 • (805) 544-3339
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retreats, formed subcommittees 
and reorganized the Commission,” 
Thiessen, a four-year member, 
said.
One of the goals for the 
Commission is to become more 
actively involved with women’s 
groups in SLO County, Petersen 
said.
“We would like to form coali­
tions with different groups and 
network them,” Petersen said. “We 
would like to focus on the prob­
lems of the elderly and low income 
women and possibly look at med­
ical care.”
Petersen said the Commission 
is looking for new members who 
represent a more diverse group of 
the county.
“We need women who depict 
different groups of women in the 
County besides the middle-class 
white woman,” Petersen said. 
“Some members have no clue as to 
what it is like to be on food 
stamps or welfare or who struggle 
for housing.”
Petersen said some current
commissioners are over-commit­
ted.
“All of the women’s time is 
stretched pretty thin,” Petersen 
said. “We would like new mem­
bers with the time to put in to the 
Commission.”
Commissioners have an ongo­
ing relationship with the 
Supervisor in their District and 
keep them aware of women’s 
issues, Thiessen said.
The Commission has a booth 
set up at Farmers Market during 
the month of August celebrating 
Unsung Heroines in SLO County, 
Petersen said.
“The booth recognizes women 
in the county who would not nor­
mally get the recognition they 
deserve for their efforts in the 
community,” Petersen said.
Women interested in more 
information on the Commission 
can call Pamela Thiessen at 238- 
1949.
The Commission meets the sec­
ond Monday o f every month at 
6:15 p..m. at the Vets Building in 
San Luis.
VOLUNTEERS: Work six to eight hours a day
From page 2 
grunt work.”
In the past, entire families 
have joined the volunteer expedi­
tion bringing children as young as 
seven years old.
“We’ve also had lots of pre- 
teens,” said Hofman. “One time we 
had an 82-year old fellow. There’s 
a job for everyone.”
Volunteers work six to eight 
hours a day, but the rest of the 
time is theirs to use as they 
please.
“I really liked taking off after 
work,” said O’Brien. “Seeing the 
rest of Tijuana was an amazing 
experience. I would walk every­
where. It was crowded and pollut­
ed. I loved it! We’d eat together at 
these communal meals and then a 
few off us would head to town or 
the beach.
“And the Mexican people were 
really wonderful,” he added. 
“There’s a great sense of commu­
nity there and they really made 
us feel welcome.”
Of course, the living conditions 
for volunteers is somewhat rustic. 
And the work can be physically 
taxing.
“You have to be fairly strong,” 
said O’Brien. “And the living con­
ditions aren’t great. It’s basically
a glorified camping trip. You stay 
in a boarding house that charges 
$5 a night. There’s no indoor 
plumbing. The bedding is...well, 
it’s not great. The house was prob­
ably built from found lumber.”
Even so, O’Brien said, the trip 
was an enriching one that he 
would recommend to anyone.
According to Hofman, it will 
cost volunteers about $100 to 
$120 to make the trip. Housing is 
$5 per night, and meals run about 
$7.50 per day. There’s also a $20 
charge for gas and $20 for car 
insurance. Volunteers must sign a 
waiver in case of accidents, but 
according to Hofman, no one has 
ever been seriously injured during 
past trips. Volunteers are also 
responsible for their own spend­
ing money and for meals coming 
and going on the trip to Tijuana.
“It’s really a growth experi­
ence,” said Hofman. “People that 
have gone down—it’s really 
opened their eyes. And it’s not just 
about building housing; it’s educa­
tional too. We have speakers who 
talk about the socioeconomic con­
ditions in Mexico, about the cor­
ruption. It becomes quickly appar­
ent why so many Mexicans want 
to come [to the United States].”
Interested parties are invited 
to call Jim Hofman, at 541-0185.
HIKERS: COASTWALK covers longest area yet
From page 5
constituency to write or protect 
the coast, then we’ve got those 
people,” McFarling said.
After 12 years of hiking coast­
lines in individual counties, 
COASTWALK decided to tackle 
something larger and combined 
the entire coast.
“This is the first time we’ve 
ever done what we’re trying now,” 
McFarling said.
The eight hikers making the 
entire walk left the 
Oregon/California border June 1. 
They were joined by four more 
hikers in San Francisco who will 
walk with them for the remainder 
of the way.
Averaging 10 miles a day, six 
days a week, the 12 main hikers 
are scheduled to reach the 
Mexican border September 20.
“We like to hike from about 
eight in the morning until about 
four in the afternoon,” McFarling 
said. “Kind of an eight hour day.”
The walk has been encourag­
ing local participation for each 
county and response has been 
high, according to McFarling.
Iti San Luis Obispo County, 
support with both participation 
and access been strong. The 
Hearst Corporation, owner of 
most coastal property in northern 
SLO County, let hikers walk along 
their land. PG&E also granted 
access through Av^a Canyon, nor­
mally a highly restricted area.
“We were delighted with the 
permission,” McFarling said. “We 
had to prove that this is only a one 
time event.”
COASTWALK was funded 
with a $36,000 grant and a van 
from Ford Motor Company to get 
the hike started. The California 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation is providing free camp­
ing at state parks along the trail 
and the California Coastal 
Conservancy has backed COAST­
WALK from the beginning.
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Allen Jr. and Eddie Caipo of 
Orixa. The album contains 13 
tracks, many of which have 
become popular hits in the Rock 
En Español scene in Northern 
and Southern California.
In Orixa’s music, listeners dls- 
cover five Latino musicians living 
in the United States who have not 
lost their cultural and musical 
heritage and who are not afraid to 
fuse the sounds of many cultures 
to create a new one. The fusion of 
different musical styles and lan­
guages are some of the reasons 
why Rock En Español will proba­
bly play a major role in the music 
scene in the years to come.
Bands such as “Mano Negra” 
from France and “Todos Tus 
Muertos” from Argentina sing in 
various languages and play differ-
have been doing it for several 
years. They have large followings 
in Europe, Latin America and now 
in the United States.
The multicultural, multilin­
gual music of Orixa is prevalent, 
much like the immigrants who
bone of this nation.
Pedro Arroyo is the host of 
Aztlán, Babylon, Rhythm  and  
Blues, KCPR’s Rock En Español 
radio program. The program airs 
Monday Nights from 11-1 a.m. on 
KCPR 91.3 FM.
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Utilidor project tears up campus
By Trod Roodi
Summer Stoff Writer
l ^ f T
1
Traffic, torn up roads and 
closed-off parking lots are what 
Cal Poly students can expect 
when they begin their school year 
due to the campus utilities 
upgrade project known as “utili­
dor.”
Although no major disruptions 
are expected until late fall quar­
ter, preliminary work has begun 
including closing certain campus 
areas and altering parking lots.
“We expect there to be sched­
uled road, sidewalk and bikelane 
closures and utilities disruptions,” 
Director of Facilities Planning 
Robert Kitamura said, “but the 
work is being carefully planned in 
stages to minimize the impact.”
The H-10 parking lot will be 
closed, H-11 will be converted to 
all disabled parking and staff 
spaces will be 
added to the 
H-2 lot.
“ W h i l e  
most parking 
lots will
remain acces­
sible, we are 
encouraging  
everyone to 
consider using 
a l t e r n a t i v e  
transportation 
Kitamura
\ ' 
\
A  student negotiates the maze of fences produced by the Utilidor project 
near Dexter Lawn./Photo by Michael Troxell
"We are encouraging 
everyone to consider 
using alternative 
transportation."
-  Robert Kitamura, director 
of facilities planning
when possible,” 
said, “including car 
pools, van pools and buses.”
Public transportation will con­
tinue to serve all campus events.
Other anticipated campus clo­
sures include University Drive 
between North Perimeter Road 
and Inner Perimeter Road and the
sidewalk between Dexter building 
34 and Engineering West building 
21. Also the stair- 
way between 
Engineering West 
and the Education 
building and 
Crandall Gym 
will not be acces­
sible.
Kitamura is 
working with rep­
resentatives from
--------------------  the construction
company to minimize campus dis­
ruption. Campus activities are 
expected to continue during the 
20 month project.
The $23 million “utilidor” pro­
ject is a mile-long underground 
corridor trenched around 
Perimeter Road to house new util­
ities for the university. The cam­
pus wide electrical system will be 
upgraded, the heating will be 
replaced and the water system 
will be improved.
Trenching will begin on 
Perimeter Road from Sept. 16 to 
Dec. 13 and overhead electrical 
work in the agricultural areas will 
begin then also.
The work is not expected to 
close traffic outlets off until late 
fall quarter.
The “utilidor hotline” at 756- 
6808 is set up to give project infor­
mation including detours and 
planned disruptions. Information 
can also be obtained on the pro­
jects World Wide Web site: 
http://www.facsrv.calpoly.edu/utili 
dor, or by sending e-mail to utili- 
dor@oboe.calpoly.edu.
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Poly professor leads 
talk on transporting 
Diablo nuclear waste
By Sandra Naughton
Summer Staff Writer
Fifteen local residents 
attended an informative pre­
sentation by a Cal Poly profes­
sor on the production, physics 
and danger involved in nuclear 
power plants to help them cre­
ate an effective plan for trans­
porting nuclear waste from 
Diablo Canyon.
The group, operating as the 
Nuclear Waste Management 
Committee, has met for the past 
several months to attempt to 
produce a safe route for moving 
nuclear waste from Diablo 
Canyon to another location, said 
Shirley Bianchi, interim chair of 
the group.
“We need to collect all the 
information we can relative to 
the transport of high level waste 
from Diablo to the San Luis 
(railroad) line,” she said, naming 
the weight of storage casks, the 
weightload of bridges and roads, 
and emergency response capa­
bilities as such needed details. 
“You need to deal with some­
thing nasty from a platform of 
knowledge, not of fear.”
She said nuclear physics pro­
fessor Arthur Z. Rosen’s presen­
tation provided the type of back­
ground knowledge the commit­
tee needs to approach its task.
“I learned that some of the 
things I worried about are not 
necessarily worth worrying 
about,” she said, mentioning the 
negligible factor of thermal 
heat.
Providing background infor­
mation about nuclear power 
plants and radioactive waste, 
Rosen spoke to the group for 
almost two hours on Aug. 7 at 
the Cal Trans District Office in 
San Luis Obispo.
After explaining how power 
plants create nuclear energy, 
Rosen offered details about the 
Diablo Canyon plant.
“Nuclear waste is collected 
during the refueling process,” 
said Rosen, who has taught at 
Cal Poly since 1953. “Assuming 
80 assemblies have been 
replaced in each refueling and
there have been 15 refuelings 
since the plant was built,- there 
are 1,200 old assemblies stored 
in the spent fuel pools.”
These assemblies contain 
numerous radioactive materials 
including uranium, he said.
Although Pacific Gas & 
Electric has not said it will defi­
nitely transport its waste from 
its current on-site storage pools, 
the federal government guaran­
teed all such plants that it 
would accept their waste by 
1998 due to the 1982 National 
Energy Policy Act.
PG&E has announced plans 
to lengthen their fueling cycle to 
24 months rather than the cur­
rent 18-month cycle, which will 
be gradually implemented in a 
five-year period, Rosen said.
Rosen also explained that if a 
cask containing 10-year-old 
nuclear waste broke while being 
transported, the radioactive 
exposure would be 2.25 times as 
strong as the average natural 
atmospheric exposure. If the 
spent fuel had been stored for 
only five, years, the exposure 
would be six times as strong, he 
said adding that the stored fuel 
at Diablo Canyon ranges from 
nine to less than a year and a 
half old.
Most of the committee, com­
posed of a variety of people from 
environmentalists to a 
California Highway Patrol offi­
cer, seemed eager to learn from 
Rosen, asking a flood of ques­
tions after his presentation.
“I believe the county needs 
reliable information on all the 
issues, and so far we’ve gotten 
most of it from PG&E and the 
Department of Energy, who 
have shown in the past to have 
their own agendas,” said Klaus 
Schumann. “I think Dr. Rosen is 
a good independent source.”
The public is invited to 
attend the committee’s next 
meeting in September. No date 
has been set, but notices should 
appear in the local media.
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